WE MAN

Billy Bragg tells Paul
Roland why he stands & ‘

‘ ‘ 'm not a
reactionary’’,
explains Billy

Bragg, a modest young
man with an effervescent
personality and a
considerable cult following.
“People have been doing
what I'm doing now for
hundreds of years. There’s
a direct line from me to old
bluesmen like John Lee
Hooker, for instance.”

In case you've been cut
off from civilisation for the
last year F'd better explain
that what Billy has been
‘doing’ is legging it to
every conceivable venue in
the UK (with short forays
into Europe and the
States) with just a guitar
and a handful of self-
penned songs.

But what distinguishes
him from past generations
of solo singer-songwriters
is his voice — an often
inpenetrable South London
accent fashionably
punkish a la Paul Weller
— and his decision to
forsake the familiar
acoustic guitar of yore in
favour of a cheap and
basic electric model of the
type still frowned upon by
budding guitar stars.
Suitably equipped he can
boast a “play anywhere,
anytime independence and
mobility”.

“] want to
play to people
who wouldn’t
normally like
me”

“T set out as a solo
performer simply because
the band I was in at the
time split up and my
career, such as it was,
came to a halt. I couldn’t
find other people to play
with and rather than
waste time waiting I







