Billy Bragg has a fast
mouth, a fast guitar and
a bunch of songs that’ll
charm you and then rock
you back on your heals.
David Rowley discovers
the latest East London
Lip.

Billy Bragg is probably the only
man to get on America's music video
channel MTV without actually
having a video or a single to promote.
How, you may ask, did he achieve
that? The Portastack, that's how!

The Portastack, for the uninitiated,
is a huge rucksack with speakers
that Billy often carries on his back —
a sort of mini public address system
for the busker with a big message.

The big-nosed bard of Barking
tells the story; “| went to the new
music seminar in New York, trying
to wind up all the berks with their
banks of videos who were trying to
{adopts American accent) 'shift
product'.

“| walked around saying ‘the video
age is dead, it's all over, you're
going to have to go back and play
gigs again’ — and they threw me
out. But | was filmed by MTV and
the Channel Five news in New York,
which is watched by something like
five million people.

“They had this great bit on the
news; there was a picture of Prince's
When Doves Cry video and they
cut to me with this Portastack playing
Louie Louie. A voice-over said;
‘What do these young men have in
common?’ Apparently we both play
new music, We also got a five
minute piece on the MTV news, and
MTV, love it or lump it, is seen in 25
million homes. It goes to prove we
can make progress without making
videos by attempting to be a bit
original or different.

First You Make 'Em
Listen — Then You

Make 'Em Think. IR
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