FROM MID-APTERNOON TO
MIDNIGHT WITH BILLY BRAGG

Most people have
ambitiene of one degree or
another. On 18th December
1987 I (The Man With 7 O
Lovels) teok snother step up
the infinite staircase of
ambition. I was lucky enough
to support Billy Bragg at
the Desl Welfars Club, & gig
for the victimised miners.
This isn't & review of the
gig, but an ineight into the
hours between mid-afterncon
and midnight with Billy
Bragg.

It all started a couple
of weeks earlier. A few
linee im the East Eent
Mercury broke the news that
Billy was to pley in Deal.
At that moment I contasted
the Club to find ouwt more
ahout the gig, and ta find
out the poseibility of
perhape a few minutes on
stage. I was told that Hed
Wedge were orgenieing it,
and they put == in touch
with Billy's manager, Ian
Richarde. He agreed to let
me have a few minutes,
depending on how long Billy
and Porly the Poet wers
going to be on for. I sent
him som¢ poems and reviews
from "A New England" and 5

"Your Mernings Will Be — - :
Brighter®. - & ﬁm

Friday I8th came. I went to the Welfare Club at about Ipm
vhere I met Terry French, a sacked miner himeelf, who
through persistence hed persusded Red Wedge to do the gig.
He infermed =& that they would be late as they had got
caught in heavy traffic. We wWaited.

Thay arrived — Billy Bregg locke so different in real
life. I went up to Ian Richarde. "Hello," I said, "I'm Mike
Sole". At this point Billy looked Bt me and said scmething
which meant a lot, "Ah, The Man. I love that quote, "some
eay I'm like Billy Bragg without a guitar''.

Tha fect that he hed read the reviews weae a grest
confidence boost. Here I was talking to the man who had wom
down many a stylus with his records.

The Club put on a sproad of sandwiches and I played peol
with Billy"s pianist, trumpet player and Red Wedge
organisers. Billy gave Christmas presents to the miners?
children = records by himself, The Housemartina and Frank
Chickens, to name a faw.

The scundcheck was almost as good as the gig. Most of it
was spent doing "Red Christmas™, AKA "White Christmas". At
this time I never thought he would go shead with it during
e mat.
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