P TE=INET UOR-1 CALTESS S NOVEeMDEer, 159684

GOD SAV

Billy Bragg
meets the
meatheads

llfr!hl'bu madness of pre-eledion Americain full
swing, BILLY BRAGG trels across country wavinga
lone flag for democratic socinlism. All around him,
anation badks the Bush tacties of the born ngain

Right.

SEAN O'HAGAN reports from New York and
Washington, while BLEDDYN BUTCHER captures the

erimson crusader.

"ANY cannaclion belweaen
Amancanartand American
native Is puraly colncidental
bieit s is anly becawss the
natianas a whoe hasno
comtiet wilh faalily"=John
Kennedy Toala: A
Confedaracy Of Dunceas

enler America atthe

bes! od timasis o

suspend allthe

avarydaylaws of raalily,
Toconfnom 1he beast &t pre-
alaction timeis to experiance
the Confederacy Of Duncasin
full swing, the mindless blare
of mundane media menging
inlo the gamoshow vacoulty of
personglity polities. Mew Yaork,
acity at constantwar with
il5oH, doasn't so much Intrude
o (he angaing presidential
medness somuch as
compiament il

Hete, thara is no escape, Cnly
medamindiassnass, Tha amount
ol pacpla wha slride i
grinning inanaly bu“p:ﬂym
climped-0n Walkman whils
singing loudly and cul ol una ls
only oo sign that, ight now,
avanihingis a3 outel kinar as
ahwys. Only movesa. ..

The compaign trad you sea firsd
hand onidevision oflors a
cesisianl window oo a procoss
thicugh which politics has been
rainveniad, sirpped of either
ideglogy orsocinl lssuns, onta the
bawing of the soul of a nation that
masiees ks warlhin Croarkill=
ragiof varyihing. Il doosn'L inkn
lang Iobecoma immuna or
ananalnd,

On onogidn, Goomge Bush
butehers clichiin tho causa of
erthizt gung-hapatrigtism ~*1

w;ddmmmnhnnmmmm

will naver apclagise fof the Lailed
Stales of Amarica, | don't care
winal the Facts nre” was his vardiel
on thaahooling down of zn
Iraréan aitbus. Ha loaks selin
succead 4 Prasident who, anly
lastweok, summed up his record
with thebithe nssestion that
*facis are siupkdthings i)
Facngall against the Howks,
Dukakls dilches Jesse Jackson
uncoremoniousty on L media's
advice thal bo Is "unalociabie™—
the Lalest Amarican ouphamesm
for “black™ — and hilchos up with
thirunforturale Benlsen, o guy

who makes Aeaganookkeraln-

“Tho question ioday s whether
Wi are paing lorward of past i
Ihve k™, Chosars, Mr Bonisen,
buiwhat's the answor?

Soltgoes, But, culsida his
hadel reom, tha city sling elcraiy
Rowvnrds aviral war whano tho
anlibodias theealen Lo push Now
“ark in front ol the mirmar, AIDS is
nratan eloction isswa horo simply
bacause any politiclan who came
oU oe funding waould lose so
madny volos as i render himsell
“unalactabia®, whathar he'was
black or alhorwisa, Yot ono third
al tha AIDS cases in the SA ano
in Naw York Gity.

Homalassnss i0o, 8 an ssue
that raroly ralsesits haad but anch
Bmuyousisit, |ha increasing
rumbar ol infincennt streot:
dhelars alfans inconinayetible
enddonca of Iho human dobris that
havo fallon through the tatared
sadnty notof Reaganomics,

Nuw York has n flaating
subcliem of disenfranchisod
[epla, Thry are an invisibie
shadow, slalking an electicn race
inwhich |hoy have no stake and

o Influence, Butaven | they had,

il 5 [ty thal, Boa over half the

population of tha world'shiggest

*pariamaniary demecracy”, thoy
woulcn'l ewen bother tovoln. . .
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