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BILLY BRAGG WITNESSES THE SANDINISTA’S ELECTION DEFEAT

All Chamorro’s parties

NEWS EXTRA!

BILLY BRAGG. He was a docker.
Hewas aminer. He's aloser. The
lasttwo general elections, the coal
miners' strike. the ‘88 US
presidential election, and most
recently, the election in Nicaragua;
which side was he on, boys?

Ifyoutancy getting lostin an
ideological cuddle with this bad luck
boy from Barking, you should
realise apolitically correct quick
shag would be a safer bat than the
wholeMarx and flowers routine
because even though he's smart,
he'scute, and he's a brilliant poet,
he'sa jinx. Who was in China just
before the shit hitthe fan in
Tiananmen Square? Who flew into
Los Angeles just before an
earthquake sent the Richter scale
soaring fo animpressive 5.57 It
wasn't Yazz.

And speaking of Yazz, has
anyone else noticed the striking.
similarity of the gangly pop star and
the new president elect of
Nicaragua, Violeta Chamorrothe.
Ieader of Uno, the National
Opposition Union (a shitnamsfora
new Clash album). Mixing pop and
politics, you may ask me what the
useis, but| prefer toask Billy, who
was down in Managua to waich the
elections and root for Daniel Ortaga.
—leader of the Sandinistas and
presidentof Nicaragua since 1984,

ABIG namemanager inthe pop
musicindustry recently said of
Bragg: “Ifyou have a good, righton
cause, don'task Billy toplaya
benefitfor it because you ll lose.”
*Oh, thanks very much,” says
Billy, who sounds even more
depressed than he was after tha last
generalelection. “Who said that?”
-and
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“l| can appreciate what you're
saying. Alotof the places | goto are
interesting at the moment; | don't
think they becomeinteresting once |
getthere. Ithink Gorbachev is
responsiblefor alot of the changes
going on. | don'tthink you should
hoaxyour readers into thinking that
it'sme. Actually, it's Peter Jenner. . .

“Anyway, | get bored sitting in the
sunshine; when | usedtogoto
Clacton . . . Inevergotinto allthat.
I'mtoo perverse. When you do this
job theway | do, with a political
angle, you get asked to domore
interesting things. | feel | have a
responsivility to see things through.
1judge other artists by the songs
they write and the actions they take
togo with them. | want to walkitlike |
talkit”

PLUS IT*Sgrist for the writer's mill.
Notthat Billy's political involvement
isameans toan end, butrumeurs
that his nextalbum will be political
have a solid basis; Gorby has
upstaged Shirlay, Mary, Jeanne el
al. Whenyou see 5o many people
nol getting any bread it must do your
headin to still write songs about not
getting any. Whichis worse, Bill?
Boy loses girl, or boy loses election?
“Wall, | have to tell you, coming
home onthe plane from |
(spotthe Freudian siipreaders; Billy
was flying to LA) itfelt like
losingin love, All the little things you
remember that were really
important that you won't see:
anymore because thatpersonisn't
inyour life anymore. FSLN was like
ashining fight that showed thata

«country doesn'thave tobe
intimidated by its local suparpower.
“It may be a good shake upfor the
L the
il = themtostep away from thisterrible,
tarribla struoale (the war and
tame stuff. Atleastwith those, Billy flibe it
with they'llreally have to hone down and
oralsex. ondon . .."| asl focus their i
- Billyh: 3

Peter Jenner, your

ly
travelled recently— Bolivia, Chile,

¥ Bhlh Bily Bragg. Adiamond geezer. A

paid gigs! China, Nicaragua— hot spots allin poet. He's scheduled to play a
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“I'dlike lo think I wasn'ttheonly.  gyerything. wasn'treally a case of it. Billy, why in
oneinNicaragua . . . butl hadkind whatthe FSLR don'tyoudo hurch
of because  holidays, Imeanwhat'snextonthe  Sireet.
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Happier pre-election days with Luis Enrique Mejia Gocloy



