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knew that | could put it in the framework of
something non-English. In fact we actually
used an Arabic folk sang tune. 1 have those
colours coming in from the guys, the way
they play... To be able to work with a bunch
of guys who had very strong ideas
themselves, and would contribute those
ideas, that's why this record has been such a
joy to me. I've found it a real inspiration
working with them.”

"QOne of the things about the Blokes is
that | had to learn how to write songs for
them. | had to learn how to write a song
that plays on their strengths. One of the
things that was really influential was
perhaps the first thing we recorded
properly, a re-recording of lan Dury’s
Billericay Dicky to a bhangra rhythm. |
really enjoyed doing that, and in the doing
of that | saw how it was that you could
waork with these guys, and what sort of
direction to go to give them their head.”

The second track, Jane Allen, is
outwardly a classic bit of Britpop, and then
suddenly you realise there's also a thread of
Okinawan music in it.

“Exactly. The thing is, we tried to write
that Okinawan rhythm for ages, and it just
didn"t work, so we let it go. | wrote fane
Allen, which is a standard rock song, really,
and then we brought those things in.
They're played on different instruments.
They're not played on two guitars, bass and
drums, and that’s what does it. Once the
guys know that this is how the song goes,
they can do all those intricate things
around the shape of the song without
taking it into a different arrangement.”

A while back | suggested in these pages
that Billy Bragg & The Blokes and loe
Strummer & The Mescaleros are actually a
two-band movement, the only two bands
occupying a similar area of the planet.
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much easier in the 1980s because you had all
these monsters - Thatcher, Reagan,
apartheid, the Soviet Union. Now they're
gone, it's much more difficult to get
purchase on the issues. They're either so
diverse, like globalisation, as to be hard to
find your angle to say something
constructive. Or they're so "Wham bam,
thank you ma’am’ like September 11th, that
you haven’t yet had a chance to digest it
enough to write about it.”

Whoeo is the narrator in the song NPWA?
And is there a reason you sing it, unusually,
in an American accent?

“MNo Power Without Accountability,
which is not a very sexy title. The narrator is
kind of an Everyman who has grown up in a
town, expecting a job for life. The sense of
the way the world is at the moment hasn't
really grasped the Americans the way it's
grasped the rest of us. They really need to
get beyond the Springsteen/ John
Mellencamp ‘Il had this job and it went, poor
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down there. Down there is a different
perspective, literally, and a different
perspective emotionally and psychologically
as well. My main concern, and it's actually
voiced in that song Some Days | See The
Paoint, is cynicism. | think the Labour
Government, by some of their actions, are
encouraging cynicism to be abroad in the
land, and | think that's the great enemy of
anyone who wants to make a progressive
society. Down there, | can't just say 'I'm
against fox hunting’, | have to explain why.”
Wheo or what is Baby Faroukh?

“1 wouldn't have written Baby Faroukh
without Woody. It's just about the joy of
parenthood and what a universal thing it is.
The baby’s name is Faroukh because when |
was writing it, there were those riots in the
north, and | wanted to write a kids' song,
and a song about parenthood and the joys
of kids, and | wanted to make it universal. |
think it was Lu eventually came back with a
saz and sat down with me and played me
bits of his idea, and | mixed and matched,
and then wrote the lyrics to that. The
backing vocals are done by two African
women who were playing at Tolpuddl|e last
year, and they really sounded great. They
really lifted the vocal. We were trying to
mix and match so you can't see the join.
Like He'll Go Down; when | wrote it, it was
a really straightforward country song.”

The great guestion on all our lips is,
which came first, the title or the song, on
Tears Of My Tracks? It's about this guy
selling his records at a car boot sale, a bit
Nick Hornby...

“There's a huge car boot sale, like
Wembley Stadium, every Sunday outside of
Yeovil. Me and Ben went there, and we
found these great 1970s singles. The
waoman whose stall it was was standing
looking at us and smiling. Then | realised






