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BiiiY BRAGG'S CONYICTIONS ARE MORE BELEVANT, AND MORE WELCOME,
THAR EYER AND MR Love Axp JUSTICE HIMSELF IS MORE INDUSTRIOUS THAN EYER.

f you thought Billy Bragg was
winding down his thirry-year
career by moving to coastal
Daorser and releasing his chap-
ter-closing,  comprehensive
box sets in 2006/2007, you
would have been all kinds of
wrong. Having just celebrared
his 50th birchday, Bragg is the most active
and outspoken he's ever been. In an era
of acure political disillusionment among
Britain's youth, Bragg is being revered as
a hero — a credible, humanitarian figure
thar has remained in rouch with current
issues. To a whole new generation, he is
‘Mr Love And Justice', the superhero of
the title of his brand new record.

William Bragg began his musical career
in 1977 in, not surprisingly, a punk
group before joining and then escaping
the army. From there, his career lurched
unconventionally, recording his first
release Lifes A Rior With Spy Vs Spy for
Charisma, and repoertedly bribing John
Peel to play it by delivering him food.
Braggs trademark of mixing political
songs and love songs was there from the
beginning, and the opening track, ‘It
Says Here,' to his second album Brew-
ing Up With Billy Bragg was an outspo-
ken reaction to Tharcher’s government
in 1984. The album went Top 20 in the
UK. The mid-"80s saw Bragg active in
the pro-Labour Red Wedge movement
and produced his most suecessful album,
Talking With The Tawxman About Poetry,
which included the immortal ‘Levi
Stubb’s Tears'.

The subsequent twenty years have seen
Bragg continue to tour and release
records, his partnership with Wilco on
the Woody Guthrie honouting Mermaid
Avenue a surprise hir in the late '90s. His
political and humanitarian views and
acrions have never wavered and in the
Bush/Blair climate became relevant and
inspirarinna[ 10 a new generation.

Both responding to, and fostering this

- BY MARTIE JONES -

new wave of adulation, Bragg has been
supethumanly industrious. He released
his book The Progressive Patriot: A Search
Far Belonging and undertook an accom-
panying Hope Not Hate tour against fas-
cism. He iniriated the Jail Guitar Doors
program, getting guitars into UK jails to
assist prisoners’ rehabilitation (www.jail-

guitardnnrs.(}rg.uk:l.

As well as the odd job like executing a
commission to write a lyric for ‘Ode To
Joy' from Beethoven'’s Ninth Symphaony,
Bragg also managed to write and record
the new album with The Blokes, now
featuring the mighty Jan Mclagan on
Hammond as well as Ben Mandelson,
Simon Edwards, Martyn Barker, and
Lu Edmonds. Finally, Bragg kicked off a
year of touring with appearances ar the
Big Day Out in Australia carlier this year.
Phew!

Talking with Bragg gives the impres-
sion that he is so genuinely invigorared
that he barely knows what to do with
all his energy and anyone who met him
during his recent Australian rour, as 1
had the privilege of doing, will atrest to
his vigour and charisma. He's undoubr-
edly been inspired by his relocation to
seaside Dorset, where he walks his dog
on the beach every day he can. Bur that
change in social consciousness (and
conscience) that is afoot in the Western
World must also be a thrilling catalyst for
Bragg. Young people are perhaps emerg-
ing from a fog of impotence to feel that
they can effect change; thar they can vore
out the governments that they oppose.
Young bands are asking Bragg to play
with them, young fans are turning up
to Bragg shows and singing all his songs.
He's being invited to perform on one of
the world’s biggest youth festivals — the
Big Day Out.

As Mr Bragg sat down to toast and orange
juice for breakfast overlooking the south-
west British coastline, I sat down with a
post-dinner glass of wine thousands of

miles across the sea on the Australian
coast to bask in rwenty minutes of his

energy.

So how do you think you're gonna go
down with the kids at BDO, do you
reckon you can still fire up the teenag-
ers?

Well T think with Rage Against the
Machine on the bill T think there’s a good
possibility that some of them will be
along to hear music with a bit of politics
in it. And I can do a fast and loud ser if
necessary. I'll suss it out the first couple of
goes. [ will also be doing my own shows
to enjoy as well so I won't feel the need o
pile everything into the Big Day Ouc.

The My Love And Justice bio opens with
the statement that many much younger
people have discovered your music this
year, does it seem that way to you?

It does seem that way, yeah. [ opened for
The Pogues in Manchester on Saturday
night doing their Christmas tour and
there was a load of youngsters down the
front who seemed to know all the words
to my songs so | was chuffed by that.

What do you see when you look out
over a headline show in the UK?

Well, predominantly people of my gen-
eration, you know a lot of young people
their opening line to me is ‘my Dad used
to play your songs to me when I was
younger. Or ‘my teacher really thinks
you're great, stuff like thar. Bur they're
still coming along, 1 suppose because so
few people are doing music with a bit of
politics mixed into it, if you're looking
for that sort of thing you're inevitably
going t end up bumping into me.

Well in that regard, it's good timing to
be coming to Australia with the change
of government.

It is, it is. Yes, everyone polishing off
their Peter Garrett questions for me...
to which my answer is predominantly 1
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